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. "Integrity of the Topography" - 2 71211

“The other, wider and greener, was “the ravine” (Ge), in which probably some ancient hero had
encamped, - “the son of Hinnom; and from the name thus compounded , “Ge Ben- Hinnom”, “Ge -
Hinnom”, was formed the word “Gehenna”, and thus what Milton truly calls “the pleasant valley of
Hinnom”, was through its late associations given its name to the place of future torment. These
deep ravines, which thus separate Jerusalem from the rocky plateau of which it forms a part, are a
rare feature in the general scenery of the Holy Land. Something of the same effect is produced by
those vast rents which under the name of “Tajo”, surround or divide Toledo, Ronda, Alhama, and
Granada, on the table- lands which crown the summits of the Spanish mountains. But in Palestine,
Jerusalem alone is so entrenched, and from this cause derives, in great measure, her early strength
and subsequent greatness.” (1)
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“What these ravines were in determining its earliest defences, they have been ever since.
It is obvious that the deep depressions which thus secured the city must, like the Jordan
valley to the whole country, have always acted as its natural defence. But they also
determined its natural boundaries. The city, wherever else it spread, could never overleap
the valley of the Kedron or of Hinnom; and those two fosses, so to speak, became
accordingly, as in the analogous case of the ancient towns of Etruria the Necropolis of 2
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1 Judea And Jerusalem = Stanley, 1865

Stanley, 1865 - Judea And Jerusalem 2
The New Testament, Revelations 3
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It would be wrong, however, to conclude that the ceremony was devoid of more complex symbolism
altogether. Indeed, Allenby’s entrance on foot seems to be the one feature which had been truly imprinted on
collective memory. This feature, too, was dictated by London. On 21 November, Allenby was informed that ‘it
would be of considerable political importance if you, on officially entering the City, dismounted at the City
Gate and entered on foot. German Emperor rode in, and the saying went round “a better man than he
walked”. Advantage of contrast in conduct will be obvious.’

Eitan Bar-Yosef, The Last Crusade? British Propaganda and the Palestine Campaign, 1917-18
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